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Class Twelve: Putting It All Together

Overview

1. Discuss a water budget and audit and explain why 
both are basic water conservation tools

2. Speak easily about where your clientôs water comes 
from

3. Explain why an efficient irrigation system can save 
your client money

4. Know where water saving incentives are available for 
your client

5. Be familiar with landscape contracts that reward your 
clientôs water savings
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Explain to your client

Landscape Water Budget

A landscape water budget is a balancebetween

Å Precipitation, irrigation, dew and ,

Å Evapotranspiration, runoff, and deep percolation

Landscape benefits:

1. Water and cost savings

2. Improved plant health and appearance
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Teach your client

Landscape Water Audit

A landscape water auditor performs

ÅSite inspections

ÅEvaluates irrigation systems

Å Develops efficient irrigation schedules

What are the benefits from auditing?

1. Water and cost savings

2. Improved landscape health and 

appearance
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Show your client

Show the water savings

Showwater savings are due to 

efficient irrigation practices

Checkwith the clientôs water 

provider for landscape water use 

records and draw a savings graph

QWEL materials and logo are copyright protected and may not be used 

without the express written consent of the QWEL Board of Directors.



Speak to your client

Talk about water savings

Tell clients that water savings 

are a result of

ÅYour QWEL expertise

ÅImproved DU

ÅSMART controllers

ÅInstalled sensors

ÅIrrigation scheduling
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Speak to your client

Talk about client incentive$
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Speak to your client

Talk about benefits

Efficient irrigation reduces

ÅRun-off

ÅOverspray

ÅSoil erosion

ÅRoad damage

ÅFence damage

ÅGreen waste

ÅWater use
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Speak to your client

Talk about future water use

Water supplierôs costs of doing business may go up:

ÅOperations & Maintenance

ÅCapital Improvement Projects

ÅPrograms ïConservation, Recycled, Desalination
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Speak to your client

Talk about water waste law

Wasting water is againstthe law

Å Overspray, runoff or leaks

Å Fines or penalties

Å Client ólooksô bad to 
community

Å Draw scrutiny from water 
supplier
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Speak to your client

Ask your client about costsé

1. Do you have high water bills?

2. How much of your total water cost is 
for irrigation water?

3. Have you included the costs of water 
in overall landscape maintenance 
budget and costs?

4. Do you have an interest in obtaining 
incentives and/or rebates?

5. Does a poor public image due to water 
waste concern you?

6. Are there water-related liability issues 
(a leaky valve or a water puddle can 
cause a slip & fall lawsuit)
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Help your client prioritize

Improvements ïwhich first?

1. Irrigation repairs

2. Irrigation upgrades

3. Plantings
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Teach your client to prioritize

ASAPïRepair and fix

As Soon As Possible

1. Fix property side leaks or breaks in the main line, 

leaky hose bibs, and valves

2. Fix any breaks or cuts in laterals lines

3. Fix broken, clogged, or missing nozzles
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Teach your client to prioritize

Next - Upgrade and improve

4. Improve  DU: Convert spray systems 
to drip, bubbler  or micro-spray for 
non-turf areas

- Correct nozzle size of spray and 
rotor sprinklers

- Correct spacing of spray and 
rotor sprinklers

Change lawn sprinkler heads to heads 
with uniform coverage

5. Upgrade to a SMART irrigation 
controller

6. Install new or upgrade the existing 
pressure regulator and flow valves

7. Replace spray heads that include a 
check valve
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